
  

   

 

It's Monday, May 3, 2021 . In today's issue: How old is Chimney Rock?; 
Treating fragile documents; how women's citizenship was treated differently; 
Husker volleyball in 1975; icky story of 1952 Huskerville polio outbreak; coming 
in Nebraska History Magazine.  

 

 

 

 

 

How old is Chimney Rock? How long will it last?  
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To look at Chimney Rock is to look backward into deep time. 
  
This entire valley was once filled with land before the river carved it out. 
Chimney Rock and the surrounding buttes are remnants of that ancient land. 
Wind and the freezing and thawing of water have further carved Chimney Rock 
into its present shapeðand continue to wear it away. 
  
How long did it take to build this land from the present valley floor to the top of 
the buttes? How long did it take to carve it away? 
  
And how much longer will it last? 
  
The story begins about 38 million years ago and involves Rocky Mountain sand 
and silt, unimaginably powerful volcanoes, and the slow-but-awesome power of 
water and wind to carve landscapes. Read more.  

 

 

 

 

 

This is only one of the stories told at the expanded and renovated Chimney 
Rock Museum , open daily 9 am to 4 pm. New exhibits also tell the stories of 
the Oregon, Mormon, and California trails, Native American peoples, and 
others for whom the Rock has long been a landmark.  

 

 

 

 

 

Treating Certificates at the Gerald Ford Conservation 
Center  

 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/how-long-will-chimney-rock-last?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-
https://history.nebraska.gov/rock?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-
https://history.nebraska.gov/rock?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-
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Last month we looked at two certificates from the Nebraska History Museum 
that had been previously treated by other conservators. They were the same 
age, but were treated differently and aged in different ways. This month we look 
at what the staff of History Nebraskaôs Gerald R. Ford Conservation Center did 
to treat these two fragile documents. Keep reading.  

 

 

 

 

 

"Because I Was a Woman": Ruth Bryan Owen and 
Her US Citizenship  

 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/treating-certificates-gerald-ford-conservation-center?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-
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In the early twentieth century, womenôs citizenship depended on their spouseôs 
status. Many women lost their US citizenship by marrying a foreign man. 
 
So how did Ruth Bryan Owen, daughter of three-time presidential nominee 
William Jennings Bryan, reclaim her status as a US citizen? Keep reading.  

 

 

 

 

 

Fundraisers and hand -me-down uniforms —Husker 
women’s volleyball in 1975 

 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/because-i-was-woman-ruth-bryan-owen-and-her-american-citizenship?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-
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The University of Nebraskaôs first official volleyball team originated at a time 
when womenôs sports were not yet taken seriously. Playing before a handful of 
fans in hand-me-down uniforms from the tennis team, the Huskers had to do 
fundraisers to support the program. But from the start, they were a winning 
team. Keep reading.  

 

 

 

 

 

What caused the 1952 Huskerville Polio Outbreak?  
 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/origins-husker-volleyball-team?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-
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In 1952 a lot of people developed polio in the neighborhood next to the Lincoln 
Air Force Base. Some died, many others were paralyzed. Polio was a 
worldwide scourge at the timeðand a vaccine was not yet availableðbut to 
some public health officials it seemed odd to have so many cases in one 
neighborhood. 
 
And then they found something that puzzled them even more. People were 
getting polio on some blocks and not others. Keep reading. 
   

 

 

 

 

 

University Hall, 1876… Coming soon in Nebraska 
History Magazine  

 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/1952-huskerville-polio-outbreak?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-
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In the 1870s the University of Nebraska had only one building, and it looked 
spectacularðand incongruousðout on the prairie. This is the best early photo 
weôve ever seen of University Hall, and it will appear in the forthcoming 
Summer 2021 issue of Nebraska History Magazine (a detail of the photo 
appears on the cover). 
 
As author Matthew Hansen explains, the photo was made for Nebraskaôs state 
exhibit at Philadelphiaôs Centennial Exhibition in 1876. The story behind the 
photo is not only about the university, but also about the efforts of the nationôs 
newest state to promote itself to a national audience. 
 
Nebraska History Magazine is one of our membership benefits. If you arenôt 
already a receiving the magazine, learn more.  

 

 

 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/membership?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-


8 

 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

 

  

 

 

Celebrate Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage month at our History 
Cafe event on May 20. Learn more.  
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https://history.nebraska.gov/events?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-
https://history.nebraska.gov/?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Fprofile%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D%5BUNIQID%5D%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb120bf4e6f63413148d208d90e3caabd%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637556475992457526%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qpx8%2B%2FrOsKL8urAyxOji8AJhc664m%2BK0b7im5yVzA9I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Funsubscribe%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D%5BUNIQID%5D%26c%3Dbf5da1f87f%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb120bf4e6f63413148d208d90e3caabd%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637556475992467483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DCxGR%2B6ht5vh22nNz1PtVU62TrCxbU%2BdMCuOamaP2ts%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fhistorynebraska%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb120bf4e6f63413148d208d90e3caabd%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637556475992437613%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=P5QBNtONjsEV2q57Jg26GpeQ6%2BqP47N2959HmHeEWRE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Fhistorynebraska%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb120bf4e6f63413148d208d90e3caabd%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637556475992447568%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MwOzBXl1c0AAeniitnwpmcByt9OzCRPWtc2uIHCU%2FA8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fhistorynebraska%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb120bf4e6f63413148d208d90e3caabd%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637556475992457526%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DTu9UJM1pdmc09BmCXQv9TQtV9MoHX0mpolD5nImFAc%3D&reserved=0
https://history.nebraska.gov/?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-
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Complete articles: 

 

How long will Chimney Rock last?  

 

mailto:david.bristow@nebraska.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Fabout%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D__test_email__%26c%3D3f24d022fe&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb120bf4e6f63413148d208d90e3caabd%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637556475992467483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=voW6t%2Fjl2SLv0T%2Br%2Fu5XJ%2F5%2BV%2FA1L5FBB0h1U1i3eEs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Funsubscribe%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D__test_email__%26c%3D3f24d022fe&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb120bf4e6f63413148d208d90e3caabd%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637556475992477437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=r%2FL16sizUt97wNuEfkL1QgGfEa25kRodqSNzY7JpQKs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Fprofile%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D__test_email__%26c%3D3f24d022fe&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb120bf4e6f63413148d208d90e3caabd%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637556475992477437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qmvtC3o7cP1I1rWWF4zzPpvQqbNGij%2BtDg3Pvew%2BnyI%3D&reserved=0
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By David L. Bristow, Editor  

  

˺Éįē 9įĳŊŋēƖ ĳŲ ŮŒſĩį ðŋď ńŒŒŁŲ ðŲ ĳĨ ĳź ƔŒſńď ŋŒź Ųźðŋď ð ƔēēŁ˜˻ ƔŮŒźē WŮðŋŁńĳŋ
Starr in 1849. Starr was one of hundreds of thousands of emigrants who passed 
zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų ŊŒŲź ĨðŊŒſŲ ńðŋďŊðŮŁ Œŋ įĳŲ ĿŒſŮŋēƖˡ yŒŮē źŮðƓēńēŮŲ ƔŮŒźē ðĈŒſź
Chimney Rock than any other landmark along the Oregon, California, and Mormon 
trails.  

ãįĳńē źŮðƓēńēŮ ĉðńńēď 9įĳŊŋēƖ ½ŒĉŁ ˺źįē ŊŒŲź ŮēŊðŮŁðĈńē źįĳŋĩ b ēƓēŮ ŲðƔ˻ ðŋď ˺ð
ƔŒŋďēŮĨſń ďĳŲūńðƖ ŒĨ źįē ēĉĉēŋźŮĳĉĳźƖ ŒĨ zðźſŮē˜˻ ŊðŋƖ ūēŒūńē ďĳďŋ˽ź źįĳŋŁ ĳź ƔŒſńď
be around much longer.  

˺bźĳŲ ĨðŲź ŊŒſńďēŮĳŋĩ źŒ ŮſĳŋŲ ðŋď ĳĨ ƖŒſ ďŒŋ˽ź ńŒŒŁ ŲįðŮū˜ ŊƖ ĨŮĳēŋďŲ˜ ƖŒſ Ɣĳńń ŋēƓēŮ
Ųēē ĳź˜˻ ƔŮŒźē nŒįŋ ãŒŒď ĳŋ ʼ˃ˀʻˡ 

Chimney Rock was millions of years in the making. About 38 million years ago, 
streams and wind started carrying silt and sand from the Roc ky Mountains to the 
Nebraska Panhandle. This material built up into layers of clay that are visible in the 
Rock and surrounding buttes. Erosion slowly carved out the North Platte Valley and 
sculpted Chimney Rock into its unusual shape.  

ÁŒ˜ ƖēŲ˜ źįē ˺½ŒĉŁ˻ĳŲ ŊŒŲźńƖ ĉńðƖˡ ÉįĳŲ ŲſŮūŮĳŲēď ŲŒŊē ēŊĳĩŮðŋźŲˡ ˺bź ĳŲ ĉðńńēď ŮŒĉŁ˜
Ĉſź ĳź ĳŲ ŋŒźįĳŋĩ Ĉſź Ųðŋď ðŋď ďĳŮź˜˻ ƔŮŒźē  ńŒŋŲŒŋ ÁūŒŋŲńēŮ ĳŋ ʼ˃ˀʻˡ ÁūŒŋŲńēŮ ďĳďŋ˽ź
know it, but it is also accurate a˰nd more awe - inspiring t˰o say that Chimney Rock 
is made of bits of the  Rocky Mountains, and that it contains a good deal of volcanic 
ash besides. Ancient volcanoes in Western Colorado erupted over millions of years, 
mixing ash with the clay. Particularly violent eruptions created two lighter - colored 
bands of ash that are vis ĳĈńē ĳŋ źįē ŮŒĉŁ˽Ų ĈðŲē ðŋď ŲūĳŮēˡ 

About five million years ago, the North Platte Valley started to erode faster than it 
ƔðŲ Ĉſĳńź ſūˡ ÁŒ ƔįƖ ďĳďŋ˽ź 9įĳŊŋēƖ ½ŒĉŁ ēŮŒďē ðƔðƖ źŒŒˢ bź Ŋĳĩįź Ĉē źįē įðŮď ĉðū
of sandstone protecting the spire. Prominent buttes s uch as Scotts Bluff are 
similarly protected. Even so, wind and water continue to wear the spire away.  
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CŮŒŲĳŒŋ ĳŲŋ˽ź źįē ŒŋńƖ źįĳŋĩ źįðź ðĨĨēĉźŲ 9įĳŊŋēƖ ½ŒĉŁ˽Ų Ųįðūēˡ ºĳēĉēŲ įðƓē ðńŲŒ
been broken off by lightning strikes. And at least since the 1860s rumors  have 
circulated that soldiers used to fire cannons at the Rock for target practice b˰ut 
that seems to be just a story.  

 ŋēƔńƖ ēƕūðŋďēď ƓĳŲĳźŒŮ˽Ų ĉēŋźēŮ Ɣĳźį ŋēƔ ēƕįĳĈĳźŲ ĳŲ Œūēŋ ðź Chimney Rock 
National Hi storic Site . Include it in your travel plans when you visit western 
Nebraska state parks this summer.  

  

ÉŔŭ Ŕĩ ŭðĪēˌ  ĈĵŰďˮŴ-ēƘē ƕĵēƖ İĵĪİņĵĪİżŴ żİē ½ŔĉŃˮŴ ņðƘēŰŴ ðōď ŴİðŰŭ ðōĪņēŴ˓ ^ŔƖ ņŔōĪ
would it take to carve this using nothing but water and wind? His tory Nebraska 
RG3319- PH1- 44 

Below: Views of a changing Chimney Rock.  

  

https://history.nebraska.gov/rock
https://history.nebraska.gov/rock
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Artist William Quesenbury drew Chimney Rock in 1851, looking southwest from near 
present- day Highway 92. History Nebraska 8783 - 5 
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The exact shape of Chimney Rock depends on where you are standing, and shadows 
vary with the season and time of day. Still, the spire is definitely more pointed in this 
early 1900s view from the east. Oregon Trail pioneer and re - enactor Ezra Meeker 
stands in the foreground. History Nebraska RG959 - 5- 1 
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^ēŰēˮŴ ð ŴĵŌĵņðŰ ƕĵēƖ ĩŰŔŌ ð Ōĵď- twentie th century postcard. Does the point look 
shorter to you? History Nebraska RG2273- 5- 10 
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 ōď İēŰēˮŴ ð ŭŰēŴēōż- day view from the same direction, which today is the site of the 
Chimney Rock visitor center. How long do you think the Rock will last? Photo by Josh 
Lottman, Hist ory Nebraska 

 

 

Treating Certificates at the Gerald Ford 
Conservation Center  
Last month  we looked at two certificates in the Nebraska History Museum that had 
been previously tr eated by other conservators.   Despite the fact that the 
certificates were the exact same age, they had been treated differently and 
therefore had aged in different ways.  

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/preserved-restored-or-conserved
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Before treatment photos of the two certificates.   
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Although they are the same age, both of the certificates were treated in different ways 
at different times in the past.  

In order to treat these certificates, paper conservator, Hilary  LeFevere, and 
technicians  Vonnda  Shaw and Megan Griffiths, reduced any surface soiling on the 
front and the back of each certificate.   

Upon closer examination, it was found that the certificate on the left was 
structurally very stable and well adhered to the heavy - weight lining paper. 
Although i t was over - cleaned and bleached at the time, it did not require additional 
treatment such as washing, as was initially proposed. For this reason, it was also 
decided not to remove the lining.  

 

The certificate in its first water bath.   You can see the water turning yellow as the 
acidic byproducts wash out, compared with the clean water on the right.  

For the other certificate, the lining was carefully removed and the inks were tested 
for solubility.   During lining and adhesive removal, the certificate split into sections 
along the creases where the certificate had been folded in the past. This was 
expected and is common with brittle, previously folded documents.   Once it was 
determined safe to proceed, the certificate was washed in a ser ies of baths to 
reduce the degradation products in the paper.  
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The certificate was immediately dried partially on the suction table and spot cleaned 
with a brush to further draw out discoloration.  

A final rinse in alkaline water, was done to impar t a buffer into the paper to 
counteract acids. After washing, the certificate was immediately lined on to 
Japanese paper for structural support.   Once dry, paper losses in the margins and 
along fold lines in the certificate were repaired using Japanese pap er toned with 
fluid acrylic paint.  
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Each section was carefully lined onto a thin sheet o f Japanese tissue, making sure to 
align all the edges. 

Both certificates were then housed in clear, Mylar sleeves so they can be safely 
viewed and handled and they will be stored in an acid - free, lignin - free folder for 
their long - term care.   They are both more stable now and with proper storage and 
handling will be for many years to come.  
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A side- by- side comparison of the certificate before (left) and after (right) treatment.   
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You can see that the paper is lighter and the losses have been filled. 
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A side- by- side comparison of the certificate before (left) and after (right) treatment.   
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The surface is cleaners and the hinges on the back have been removed. 

Categories:   
Gerald Ford Conservation Center  
 

 

 

"Because I Was a Woman": Ruth Bryan 
Owen and Her American Citizenship  
By Breanna Fanta, Editorial Assistant   

https://history.nebraska.gov/tags/gerald-ford-conservation-center
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In the early 2 0 th ĉēŋźſŮƖ˜ ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ĉĳźĳƝēŋŲįĳū ďēūēŋďēď Œŋ źįēĳŮ ŲūŒſŲē˽Ų ŲźðźſŲˡ
Many women lost their US citizenship by marrying a foreign man. So how did Ruth 
Bryan Owen, daughter of three - time presidential nominee William Jennings Bryan, 
reclaim her status as a US citiz en? 

sðƔ ūŮŒĨēŲŲŒŮ nĳńń Cˡ yðŮźĳŋ ēƕūńðĳŋŲ źįē ſŋēŭſðń źŮēðźŊēŋź ŒĨ ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ĉĳźĳƝēŋŲįĳū
ĳŋ ˺8ēĉðſŲē b ãðŲ ð ãŒŊðŋ˽˛ ½ſźį 8ŮƖðŋ ¡Ɣēŋ ðŋď ^ēŮ  ŊēŮĳĉðŋ 9ĳźĳƝēŋŲįĳū˜˻
in  zēĈŰðŴŃð ^ĵŴżŔŰƘ yðĪðƟĵōēˮŴ Spring 2021 issue. 

Born in Illinois and raised in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, Ruth Bryan Owen lost her citizenship in 1910 upon marrying Reginald 
Owen, a Major i n the British Army, and this became an issue years later when she 
ran for congress.  

bŋĳźĳðńńƖ˜ ŊðŮŮĳðĩē ďĳďŋ˽ź ðĨĨēĉź ð ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ĉĳźĳƝēŋŲįĳūˡ  ŋ ʼ˃ˀˀ ńðƔ ĩŮðŋźēď
citizenship to foreign women married to American men. American - born women 
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were considered US ci tizens regardless of who they married, but there was no law 
explicitly stating this. As concerns of estate taxes and other matters appeared, 
ĉŒſŮźŲ ƔēŮēŋ˽ź ĉńēðŮ ðĈŒſź Ɣįðź ďēĨĳŋēď ð ƔŒŊðŋ˽Ų ĉĳźĳƝēŋŲįĳūˡ 

An 1868 law described the terms of expatriation, the  Ůĳĩįź źŒ ŮēŋŒſŋĉē Œŋē˽Ų
citizenship, and different courts shared different perspectives on this. By this time, 
American women married to foreigners were considered citizens if they resided in 
the US and intended to stay. However, if women moved abroad wit h no intent to 
return, courts were less likely to consider them citizens.  

(Ruth Bryan Owen, June 9, 1926. Library of Congress ) 

In 1907 Congress passed a law declaring that a woman who married a foreigner 
automatically renounced her US citizenship and took that of her husband. Bryan 
¡Ɣēŋ źįſŲ ĈēĉðŊē ð 8ŮĳźĳŲį ŲſĈĿēĉź ſŋďēŮ 8Ůĳźðĳŋ˽Ų ńðƔŲˡ 8ſź ŋŒź ðńń ĉŒſŋźŮĳēŲ
granted American wome n citizenship through marriage. As a result, a woman could 
find herself legally without a country.  

By the time Bryan Owen returned to the United States, the 1 9th Amendment 
(adopted 1920) had granted voting rights to US women. But American - born women 
marrie d to aliens were ineligible.  

In attempt to grant women independent citizenship, congressional bills had been 
introduced in 1910 and every year from 1913 to 1921, but Congress had rejected 
źįēŊˡ bŋ ʼ˄ʽʽ 9ŒŋĩŮēŲŲ ūðŲŲēď źįē ˺9ðĈńē  ĉź˜˻ Ɣįĳĉį Ųźðźēď źįðź  Ŋērican women 
would no longer automatically lose their citizenship by marrying a foreigner. The 
law also allowed women who previously lost citizenship a chance to regain it.  

The new law, however, had a racial component. It excluded women married to 
Japanese, Chinese, Korean, or other Asian men, who were ineligible for citizenship; 
and foreign women married to American men no longer gained automatic US 
citizenship. Two years later, a new immigration law limited the number of 
immigrants from various non - European countries. American - born women 
attempting to return to the US to naturalize as citizens had to wait their turn based 
Œŋ źįē ĳŊŊĳĩŮðźĳŒŋ ŭſŒźð ĨŮŒŊ źįēĳŮ įſŲĈðŋď˽Ų ĉŒſŋźŮƖˡ 
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As the wife of British man, Bryan Owen had an easier time restoring her citizenshi p. 
She was naturalized in 1925 and, as a resident of Florida, ran unsuccessfully for 
Congress the following year. She ran again in 1928 and won. But her defeated 
opponent protested that Bryan Owen was ineligible, citing a provision of the US 
Constitution t įðź ð ½ēūŮēŲēŋźðźĳƓē ŊſŲź Ĉē ˺ŲēƓēŋ ƖēðŮŲ ð ĉĳźĳƝēŋ ŒĨ źįē Îŋĳźēď
ÁźðźēŲˡ˻ 

 

(Representative Ruth Bryan Owen on CBS, circa 1929 -  1933. Library of Congress ) 

  

Bryan Owen argued her case before Congress, explaining that she consulted with 
attorneys prior to the election. She was seated in Congress after a majority of the 
committee decided that the Constitu tion did not state that the seven years had to 
ďĳŮēĉźńƖ ūŮēĉēďē źįē ēńēĉźĳŒŋˡ ÉįēƖ Ųðĳď źįēƖ ĉŒſńďŋ˽ź ˺Ůēðď ĳŋźŒ ńðŋĩſðĩē Ɣįĳĉį
ƔðŲ ŋŒź źįēŮēˡ˻ 
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Congress also amended the Cable Act in 1930. The law had previously required US 
women who had lost their citizen ship by marriage to follow the same naturalization 
process as foreign - born individuals. The new law restored their status as natural -
born citizens. A 1931 amendment further broadened the Cable Act to include 
women who married men ineligible for US citizens hip.  

Bryan Owen was re - elected to Congress in 1930 but lost in 1932. President Franklin 
Roosevelt appointed her as Ambassador to Denmark in 1933; the first woman to 
serve as a US envoy. While in Denmark, she married Captain Borge Rhode. Under 
?ēŋŊðŮŁ˽Ų ńðƔ, she became a Danish citizen while maintaining her US citizenship. 
Until her death in 1954, she resided in both the States and Denmark.  

 

(Ruth Bryan Owen as US Ambassador to Denmark, with First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt in 1934.  Library of Congress ) 
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Ruth Bryan Owen lost her citizenship not by choice, but by a system of laws that 
źŮēðźēď ð ƔŒŊðŋ˽Ų ĉĳźĳƝēŋŲįĳū ďĳĨĨēŮēŋźńƖ źįðŋ źįðź ŒĨ ð Ŋðŋˡ  Ų źįē ńðƔŲ ƔēŮē
changed to become more e qual, she was able to advance her career as a politician 
and diplomat.  

  

 

The entire article can be found in the Spring 2021 edition of the Nebraska History 
Magazine. Members receive four issues per year.   
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The Origins of the Husker Volleyball Team  
By Breanna Fanta, Editorial Assistant   

Éįē ÎŋĳƓēŮŲĳźƖ ŒĨ zēĈŮðŲŁð ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ƓŒńńēƖĈðńń źēðŊ ĳŲ ŁŋŒƔŋ ĨŒŮ ĳźŲ ńðŮĩē Ĩðŋ ĈðŲē ðŋď ĳźŲ ĨĳƓē

ŋðźĳŒŋðń ĉįðŊūĳŒŋŲįĳūŲˡ ÉįĳŲ ƔðŲŋ˽ź ðńƔðƖŲ źįē ĉðŲēˡ Éįē źēðŊ ŒŮĳĩĳŋðźēď ðŲ ð ŮēŲūŒŋŲē źŒ

ĳŋēŭſĳźƖ ðź ð źĳŊē Ɣįēŋ ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ŲūŒŮźŲ ƔēŮē ŋot taken seriously . 

The 1972 federal law known as Title IX required colleges to provide equal opportunities for 

Ŋēŋ˽Ų ðŋď ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ŲūŒŮźŲˡ Éįē ŮēŭſĳŮēŊēŋź źŒ įðƓē ŊŒŮē ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ŲūŒŮźŲ ńēď źŒ źįē ŒĨĨĳĉĳðń

ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ^ſŲŁēŮ ƓŒńńēƖĈðńń ŲēðŲŒŋ ĳŋ ʼ˄˂ˀ. 

That year, DŮˡ  ńēēŋ ÁƔŒĨĨŒŮď ƔðŲ įĳŮēď ðŲ źįē ſŋĳƓēŮŲĳźƖ˽Ų ðŲŲĳŲźðŋź ðźįńēźĳĉ ďĳŮēĉźŒŮ ĳŋ ĉįðŮĩē

ŒĨ ĳŋźēŮĉŒńńēĩĳðźē ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ŲūŒŮźŲ. 

ÁƔŒĨĨŒŮď ŁŋēƔ źįðź ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ŲūŒŮźŲ ƔŒſńď ŋŒź ðźźŮðĉź źįē ńēƓēń ŒĨ ðźźēŋźĳŒŋ źįðź ĨŒŒźĈðńń ďĳď˜

but she saw potential in the newly offici ðń ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ƓŒńńēƖĈðńń źēðŊ źŒ ďŮðƔ ĉŮŒƔďŲ ðŋď ĈŮĳŋĩ

ŮēƓēŋſēˡ ãįĳńē ŊðŋƖ ūēŒūńē ðź źįē źĳŊē ĈēńĳēƓēď źįðź ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ðźįńēźĳĉŲ ƔŒſńď źðŁē ŊŒŋēƖ ðŋď

ðźźēŋźĳŒŋ ðƔðƖ ĨŮŒŊ Ŋēŋ˽Ų ŲūŒŮźŲ˜ ÁƔŒĨĨŒŮď˽Ų ĩŒðń ƔðŲ źŒ ńēƓēń źįē źƔŒ. 

https://history.nebraska.gov/membership
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ºŮĳŒŮ źŒ įðƓĳŋĩ ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ƓŒńńēƖĈðńń ðŲ ðŋ ŒĨĨĳĉĳðń ŲūŒŮź˜ Îzs įðď ðŋ ˺ēƕźŮðŊſŮðń˻ ƓŒńńēƖĈðńń Ųŭſðď

starting in 1967. The team played against other Nebraska colleges and had a new coach every 

winter. Since most coaches were graduate students fulfilling teaching credits, the players ran 

their own p ractices based on old high school drills. The college provided white uniform tops 

and blue polyester shorts b˰ut only to P.E. majors. Other players purchased their own from 

sporting goods stores downtown . 

ãįēŋ Îzs ĨŒŮŊēď ĳźŲ ŒĨĨĳĉĳðń ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ƓŒńńēƖĈðńń źēðŊ in 1975, Pat Sullivan became its first 

coach. She had been coaching swimming and diving at UNL since 1968, and was excited to be a 

part of the new team . 

  

 

("The 1975 Nebraska Volleyball Team was the first team in program history. The Huskers went 34 - 8 and advanced to the 

AIAW regional finals."  Nebraska Media Relations/Journal Star Husker Extra ) 
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Though official, the volleyball team initially did not receive state funding. The team raised their 

own funds. When they played in a national tournament, they had to raise money for airplane 

tickets. Th e team also received hand - me- down uniforms from the tennis team, but not all of 

źįēŊ Ĩĳźˡ ÉŒ ūſŮĉįðŲē ŊŒŮē ſŋĳĨŒŮŊŲ˜ źēðŊ ŊēŊĈēŮŲ ˺źŒŒŁ ūńēďĩēŲ ðŋď ĿŒĩĩēď ĨŮŒŊ sĳŋĉŒńŋ źŒ

¡Ŋðįð źįē ďðƖ ĨŒńńŒƔĳŋĩ ð Ŋðźĉį˜˻ ðĉĉŒŮďĳŋĩ źŒ źįē nŒſŮŋðń ÁźðŮ ^ſŲŁēŮ CƕźŮð. 

The 197ˀ ēƕūðŋŲĳŒŋ ŒĨ źįē ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ðźįńēźĳĉ ďēūðŮźŊēŋź ńēď źŒ ŊŒŮē Œſź- of- state competitions. 

For the volleyball team, this meant playing against higher - level teams. Sullivan felt the stress. 

Éįē ʼ˄˂ʿ ˺ēƕźŮðŊſŮðń˻ źēðŊ įðď ĨĳŋĳŲįēď Ɣĳźį ð ŮēĉŒŮď ŒĨ ʼ˃- 6 and Sullivan felt that there was 

an expectation to be met . 

Éįē ʼ˄˂ˀ źēðŊ ƔðŲ ĳŋƓĳźēď źŒ źįē  ŲŲŒĉĳðźĳŒŋ ŒĨ bŋźēŮĉŒńńēĩĳðźē  źįńēźĳĉŲ ĨŒŮ ãŒŊēŋ˽Ų ˮ b ã˯

zðźĳŒŋðń âŒńńēƖĈðńń 9įðŊūĳŒŋŲįĳūŲ ˮźįēƖ ďĳďŋ˽ź ĉŒŊūēźē ĳŋ źįē z9  ſŋźĳń źįē ʼ˄˃ʻŲ˯ ðŋď

finished with a 34 - 8 seasoŋ ŮēĉŒŮďˡ ÉįĳŲ ðūūēðŮēď ˺ſŋŊðźĉįðĈńē˻ ĨŒŮ źįē ʼ˄˂ˁ ŲēðŲŒŋ˜ Ĉſź

ÁſńńĳƓðŋ ƔðŲ įŒūēĨſń˛ ˺Éįē źēðŊ ĳŲ ĩēźźĳŋĩ ŲźŮŒŋĩēŮ ƖēðŮ ðĨźēŮ ƖēðŮ˜ Ĉſź źįĳŲ ƖēðŮ˽Ų ʼ˃- woman 

Ųŭſðď ĳŲ ďēĨĳŋĳźēńƖ źįē ŲźŮŒŋĩēŲź ðŋď ŲŊðŮźēŲź Ɣē˽Ɠē ēƓēŮ įðďˡ ˻

The 1976 Huskers went 23- 0, ending their season by hosting a tournament in which they 

ďēĨēðźēď ðńń ĨĳƓē ŒĨ źįēĳŮ ŒūūŒŋēŋźŲ˛ Îz¡˜ Îzs˽Ų ŲēĉŒŋď źēðŊ˜ zŒŮźįƔēŲź yĳŲŲŒſŮĳ Áźðźē

University, Midland Lutheran College, and Grand View College of Iowa . 

Today, the volleyball program is very different from what it was in 1975. The team has attracted 

ĉŮŒƔďŲ˜ ðŲ ÁƔŒĨĨŒŮď ĈēńĳēƓēď ƔŒſńď įðūūēŋ˜ Ĉſź ĳŋēŭſĳźƖ ĈēźƔēēŋ Ŋēŋ˽Ų ðŋď ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ŲūŒŮźŲ ĳŲ

still an issue. Despite the challenges, the original Husker volleyball team represents resilience 

and paved way for  the success of the current team . 

  

 

  

Sources:   
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7/3/1975 --- Omaha World Herald   

9/4/1975 --- Daily Nebraskan   

9/19/1975 --- Daily Nebraskan   

10/4/1975 --- Daily Nebraskan   

9/9/1976 --- Daily Nebraskan   

10/18/1976--- Daily Nebraskan   

1/25/2012 --- Journal Star Husker Extr a 

10/15/2019 --- Omaha World Herald   
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1952 Huskerville Polio Outbreak  
By Breanna Fanta, Editorial Assistant   

  

bź˽Ų ʼ˄ˀʽ˛ ūēŒūńē ðŮē Ĩðńńĳŋĩ ĳńń˜ ŲŒŊē ðŮē ĈēĉŒŊĳŋĩ ūðŮðńƖƝēď ðŋď źįē ĉŒŊŊſŋĳźƖ ĳŲ
facing an epidemic. This was Huskerville during the 195 0s national polio outbreak. 
bź ƔðŲ ð ŊƖŲźēŮƖ ðŲ źŒ Ɣįðź ĉðſŲēď źįē ĉŒŊŊſŋĳźƖ˽Ų Ųſďďēŋ ðŋď ſŋſŲſðń ŒſźĈŮēðŁ˜
until a study completed four years later revealed a cringe - worthy discovery.  
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Huskerville was a Lincoln neighborhood home to veterans, students and t heir 
families. Since the neighborhood was comprised of rows of closely spaced houses, 
it was assumed that the polio disease was spreading solely from person - to - person.  

Families were fearful, but they had no other choice than to accept the 
circumstances. At  the time, the public had relatively low expectations for the 
government to intervene in such health matters. A local pediatrician instructed the 
ĉŒŊŊſŋĳźƖ źŒ ˺ńĳƓē ŋŒŮŊðńńƖ˻ ðŋď Ųðĳď źįðź ð ŊðĿŒŮĳźƖ ŒĨ ŮēŲĳďēŋźŲ ðńŮēðďƖ
ĉŒŋźŮðĉźēď ūŒńĳŒ ðŲ ĳź ƔðŲ ˺ð ĉŒŊŊŒŋ ďĳŲēðŲēˡ˻ 

Newspapers consistently made updates on local and state - wide polio statistics, and 
^ſŲŁēŮƓĳńńē ūŮŒƓēď ð ńðŮĩē ĉŒŋźŮĳĈſźŒŮ źŒ sðŋĉðŲźēŮ 9ŒſŋźƖ˽Ų ŋſŊĈēŮ ŒĨ ūŒńĳŒ ĉðŲēŲˡ
By the end of 1952, two Huskerville children died and 18 residents were paral yzed 
after contracting paralytic - polio.  

In May of 1954, the University of Nebraska began testing Huskerville polio cases. 
They believed the residents were carriers of the disease and that by taking blood 
samples, they could better examine the nature of the  disease spread. 

That September, a new theory came to light. A mother shared with 
the  Lincoln  Sunday Journal and Star  źįðź Ųįē ƔðŲŋ˽ź ĉŒŋĉēŮŋēď ðĈŒſź ĉŒŋźŮðĉźĳŋĩ
ūŒńĳŒ ĳŋ ^ſŲŁēŮƓĳńńē ĈēĉðſŲē Ųįē ńĳƓēď Œŋ ð ĈńŒĉŁ ƔįēŮē ĳź ƔðŲŋ˽ź įēðƓĳńƖ ĉŒŋźŮðĉźēďˡ
This con fused researchers.  

A new test was then performed using a serum involving polio blood samples and in -
lab cancer cells. If the virus grew on the cancer cells, it indicated that the person 
ŋēƓēŮ įðď ūŒńĳŒ˜ Ĉſź ĳĨ źįē ƓĳŮſŲ ďĳďŋ˽ź ŊſńźĳūńƖ˜ źįē ūēŮŲŒŋ įðď ĉŒŋźracted it.  

After a two year study, a sketch of Huskerville was released representing which 
households had diagnosis of polio and which households experienced paralytic -
polio. The diagram had one telling detail though: it also indicated which houses 
receive d toilet repairs that year.  
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(Lincoln Sunday Journal and Star 3/25/1956 ) 

ºŮĳŒŮ źŒ ^ſŲŁēŮƓĳńńē˽Ų ŒſźĈŮēðŁ˜ ð ŋſŊĈēŮ ŒĨ įŒŊēŲ įðď ĳŊūŮŒūēŮ źŒĳńēź ŮēūðĳŮŲˡ bź
was discovered that in some homes, a particular valve was missing that resulted in 
a back- siphonage of toilet bowl water into the water supply. Researchers 
concluded that th is was the cause of the polio spread on particular blocks, but not 
on others. There were 13 houses missing the valve, 12 of which were on rows where 
įĳĩį ŮðźēŲ ŒĨ ūŒńĳŒ ƔēŮē ŮēĉŒŮďēďˡ bź ƔðŲ ðńŲŒ ĨŒſŋď źįðź Ɣįĳńē ĉēŮźðĳŋ ĈńŒĉŁŲ ďĳďŋ˽ź
experience high rates  of polio, those residents had polio antibodies.  

Following this discovery, the City Water Department regularly checked the 
ĉŒŊŊſŋĳźƖ˽Ų ƔðźēŮ ŲſūūńƖˡ 

^ſŲŁēŮƓĳńńē˽Ų ūŒūſńðźĳŒŋ įðď Ĉēēŋ ďēĉńĳŋĳŋĩ ĨŒŮ ƖēðŮŲ ðŋď ŲŒŊē ŒĨ źįē źēŊūŒŮðŮƖ
wartime housing was abandon ed. By 1956 the neighborhood went from 3,000 
residents to 900, and only 285 of the previous 800 housing units remained.  



35 

 

ãįĳńē ^ſŲŁēŮƓĳńńē ƔðŲŋ˽ź źįē ŒŋńƖ ðŮēð ĳŊūðĉźēď ĈƖ ūŒńĳŒ˜ źįē ďĳŲĉŒƓēŮƖ ŒĨ źįē
ŒſźĈŮēðŁ˽Ų ĉðſŲē ŊðŁēŲ źįĳŲ ŲźŒŮƖ ſŋſŲſðńˡ  

 

(Historical Society Collection: rg2158ph000002000020 ) 

  

-  Marty Miller contributed research to  this article.   
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